Causticum hahnemanni  (Chronic diseases)
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Lime, in the state of marble, owes its insolubility in water and its mildness to an acid of
the lowest order which is combined with it; when heated to red heat the marble allows this
acid to escape as a gas. During this process the marble, as burned lime, has received (besides
the latent heat) another substance into its composition, which substance, unknown to
chemistry; gives to it its caustic property as well as its solubility in the water, whereby we
obtain lime - water. This substance,, though itself not an acid, gives to it its caustic virtue,
and by adding a fluid acid (which will endure fire), which then combines with the lime by its
closer affinity, the watery caustic (Hydras Caustic?) is separated distillation.

Take a piece of freshly burned lime of about two pounds, dip this piece into a vessel of
distilled water for about one minute, then lay it in a dry dish, in which it will soon turn into
powder with the development of much heat and its peculiar odor, called lime - vapor. Of this
fine powder take two ounces and mix with it in a warmed) porcelain triturating bowl a
solution of two ounces of bisulphate of potash, which has been heated to red heat and
melted, cooled again and then pulverized and dissolved in two ounces of boiling hot water.
This thickish mixture is put into a small glass retort, to which the helm is attached with wet
bladder; into the tube of the helm is inserted the receiver half submerged in water; the retort
is warmed by the gradual approach of a charcoal fire below and all the fluid is then distilled
over by applying the suitable heat. The distilled fluid will be about an ounce and a half of
watery clearness, containing in concentrated from the substance mentioned above, i. e.,
Causticum; it smells like the lye of caustic potash. On the back part of the tongue the caustic
tastes very astringent and in the throat burning; it freezes only in a lower degree of cold than
water, and it hastens the putrefaction of animal substances immersed in it. When Muriate of
Baryta is added, the causticum shows no sig of sulphuric acid, and on adding oxalate of
ammonia it shows no traces of lime.

Of this distillate of put one drop in vial filled about 2/3 with 99 or 100 drops of alcohol,
potentize the mixture by ten successive strokes and continue in this manner through 29
similar vials with alcohol, developing each attenuation and potency with ten successive
strokes, carrying each attenuation and potency with ten successive strokes, carrying it to the
decilionth(causticum X) dynamic development.

One or at most two of the smallest pellets moistened with this fluid constitute the dose
of this mighty antipsoric; the duration of its action often extends far beyond 50 days.

In the second volume of the Reiner Arzeimittellehre " there is mentioned a (less pure)

preparation of causticum under the name of Caustic - tincure, but the proving of this



remedy as to its peculiar effects on the changes of human health was yet very imperfect. But
after I had recognized its antipsoric virtues, its proving was completed in the following list of
symptoms, and thus the homoeopathic selection of this great antipsoric for the appropriate
cases was rendered possible, which with the lesser number of symptoms was frequent
impossible without making injuries mistakes.

As an antidote to its too violent action with very excitable patients, smelling of sweet
spirits of nitre will serve, presumably also the tincture of crude coffee.

Causticum may be advantageously repeated after the intermediate use of other
antipsoric remedies, when it is again homeopathically indicated; but it should always be used

in a different degree of potency.



